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Philadelphia
Strict forms, clean lines, natural light and artistic 
flavour represent the main features of the project.

According to Maxim Maximenko, the 
head of the design studio Nota Bene 
and author of the project, it was difficult 
to fulfil the customer’s desire to live in 
their own house within the city limits.

There aren’t too many new locations for 
the construction of a private house in 
Minsk; besides, the customer wasn’t 
satisfied with the existing options.

Nevertheless, they managed to buy a 
well-situated house; however, the ac-
quired building was hardly suitable for 
a family with two children. Having ex-
amined the building in terms of the set 
tasks, the designer made a decision to 
completely upgrade the house, starting 
with the lower floor. 

The examination revealed that the 
house foundation is very deep. This al-
lowed to redesign a small cellar into a 
full-fledged basement floor with a sau-
na, a large bathroom with a jacuzzi, a 
shower room, a relaxation room and a 
technical (server) room.

Later, another problem arose: a latent 
defect of the roof was revealed, and it 
had to be covered again.

The house redevelopment became 
the critical stage of the project; it rep-
resented a total transformation of the 
house internal logistics, taking into ac-
count the interior design style and the 
hosts’ way of life. The first floor secured 
the status of the private area, while the 
ground floor was traditionally occupied 
by the rooms intended for the relaxation 
of the family and the guests.

Design Studio Nota Bene also imple-
mented the works outside the house; 
designed a lawn, a carport, and a ter-
race facing the courtyard, which can be 
accessed from both the dining room 
and the living room.
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Warm wood textures, 
contrasting graphic 
combinations and strict forms 
defined the interior concept.
The married couple described their style preferences quite 
definitely: “We like modern style, but we do not want a ster-
ile Scandinavian interior,” - they said. Nota Bene found out 
that the customers preferred warm wood textures, contrast-
ing graphic combinations, strict forms, plenty of light. These 
points defined the architectural interior concept featuring the 
game of forms, lines and textures. The cabinet furniture is 
integrated into the space, and forms a clearly structured in-
terior frame. For example, a TV stand represents a large po-
dium gradually turning into a rack, which, in turn, flows into 
the ceiling plane, and at the same time represents a zoning 
element between the entrance room and the living room. This 
is not the only chain of elements, present in the interior.

The boiserie (lacquered black and white with gold stripes) deco-
rating the walls and ceiling also emphasizes the strict graphic 
nature of the space. The interior could have easily remained 
monochrome; however, the designer enhanced the colour 
scheme with contrasting combinations (purple, gold, cham-
pagne) and bright accents (lamps in the shape of flowers and 
author’s graphics), which softened the interior, and made it emo-
tionally rich and vibrant.

Maxim Maximenko:
“With no doubt, interior design and architecture belong to the 
sphere of human creativity. At the same time, in my opinion, they 
are mainly practical in nature, and cannot be created solely for the 
sake of “format”. Interior design and architecture, in the broadest 
sense, have to be comfortable and functional; they should keep 
up with the times, and be suitable to accommodate a person.”
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Design studio Nota Bene was founded in 2001 as 
Studio of interior solutions headed by Maxim Maxi-
menko, the author of projects.

Nota Bene creates unique architectural and interior design projects, 
demonstrates high quality and professional implementation of work. 
Nota Bene deals with the design of houses, apartments, residential 
buildings and compounds as well as non-residential spaces such 
as business and retail design of offices, hotels, restaurants and etc.

During the years of fruitful work, the Studio has accumulated invalu-

able experience and knowledge, which allow to perform at a high 
international level. Since 2001, Nota Bene has successfully complet-
ed large number of outstanding projects in 10 countries around the 
world and has established itself in the Belarussian market as one of 
the leading companies.

Being the first highly specialized organization in the field of interior 
design in Belarus, studio worked their way up from the studio of cus-
tomized interior design to the project team applying comprehensive 
approach to problem solving.

Design Studio “Nota Bene” 

The public area is quite moderately decorated; this is reflected in the 
colours of the main pieces of furniture and decoration created ac-
cording to the Nota Bene design studio sketches. Bright and unique 
elements that can be found in every corner of the ground floor space, 
tell a visitor this is a place with an attitude. They include, among oth-
ers, aqua creations lamps, and a futuristic steel table in the entrance 
hall. It is the interior design elements that bring the space together, fill 
it with meaning, life and movement.

The kitchen and dining room are implemented according to the 
sketches of the project’s author. Light, simple and functional, such 
kitchen would be an excellent option for any house, no matter how 
many square meters it occupies. The kitchen “work” area flows into 
the dining room with a large table for a friendly family and their friends, 
who are always welcome in the house. The special atmosphere is 
created by the low window sills beside a dining table - the street is so 
close, but at the same time separated from the living space.

The stairs represent another semantic point 
of this architectural interior. Absence of vis-
ible fasteners makes it visually light. Light, 
simple, and rhythmic – Nota Bene design 
studio managed to create an engineering 
object, which, as a high-volume mosaic, 
became a kind of wall decoration, without 
making the space heavy.

The simple “recipe” of the stairs includes 
only wood and glass panels, which does 
not lessen its charm. The simple solution is 
balanced by a bright red lamp, a noticeable 
detail, descending from above, and bring-
ing together the second light and decorative 
panels in the living room.

We climb higher and find ourselves on the 
first floor, in the space of individuality. Here 
we may find a strict and laconic master bed-
room, a son’s bright room, and a room for a 
true lady - a customers’ daughter. It is worth 
noting how the private areas are separated 
from each other. The doors the project au-
thor has chosen are not conventional. They 
do not have frames and additional escon-
sons - they are embedded in the wall. This 
trick allows to create the space of straight 
lines and logic, thus eliminating superfluous 
details.

Undoubtedly, such an extensive space 
should be properly taken care of, so the 
house contains the additional rooms for 
storage and climate control, as well as a 
laundry room and other household rooms. 
The house is equipped with all the necessary 
control systems responsible for security and 
access to the territory, the quantity of light 
and music volume. The “smart home” sys-
tem also includes a climate control system.

In conclusion, we can say that scrupulous 
attitude to every centimeter of the available 
often determines the quality of work and its 
durability. Attention to details at every stage 
of work becomes a crucial competence, 
while the scale of thought and possibilities 
when developing a concept can transform a 
building into the house, bring the scattered 
elements together and present them not just 
as a whole, but as something fundamental 
and indivisible.

en.nota.by | info@nota.by | +375 29 110-30-30 | +375 44 720-30-30 | Belarus, Minsk, Alleinaya st., 17
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